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PREFACE 



On the day of the bomb outrage in the French Parlia- 
ment I gave an impromptu discourse upon Anarchism 
to an intelligent audience, anxious to know more about 
it, touching upon its intellectual ancestry, its doctrines, 
propaganda, the lines of demarcation that separate it 
from Socialism and Radicalism, and so forth. The 
impression, which my explanations of it made upon 
my audience, was at the same time flattering and yet 
painful to me. I felt almost ashamed that I had told 
these men, who represented the pick of the middle 
class political electorate, something entirely new to 
them in speaking of matters which, considering their 
reality and the importance of the question, ought to 
be familiar to every' citizen. Having thus had my 
attention drawn to this lacuna in the public mind, I 
was induced to make a survey of the most diverse 
circles of the political and social world, both of 
readers and writers, and the result was the resolve to 
extend my previous studies of Anarchism (which had 
not extended much beyond the earliest theorists), and 
to develop my lecture into a book. This book I now 
present to my readers. 

The accomplishment of my resolve has been far from 
easy. What little literature exists upon the subject of 
Anarchism is almost exclusively hostile to it, which is a 
great drawback for one who is seeking not the objects 
of a partisan, but simply and solely the truth. One 
had constantly to gaze, so to speak, through a forest of 
prejudices and errors in order to discover the truth like 
a little spot of blue sky above. In this respect I found 
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it mattered little whether I applied to the press or to 
the so-called scientific socialists, or to fluent pamph- 
leteers. 



In vielen Worten wenig Klarheit, 

Ein Fiinkchen Witz und koine Wahrheit. 1 

Laveleye, for instance, does not even know of Proud- 
hon ; for him Bakunin is the only representative of 
Anarchism and the most characteristic ; Socialism, 
Nihilism, and Anarchism mingle together in wild con- 
fusion in the mind of this social historian. Garin, who 
wrote a big book, entitled The Anarchists , is not 
acquainted with a single Anarchist author, except 
some youthful writings of Proudhon’s and a few 
agitationist placards and manifestoes of the modern 
period. The result of this ignorance is that he identi- 
fies Anarchism completely with Collectivism, and carries 
his ridiculous ignorance so far as to connect the former 
Austrian minister Schaffle, who was then the chief 
adviser of Count Hohenwart, in some way or other 
with the Anarchists. Professor Enrico Ferri, again, 
exposes his complete ignorance of the question at 
issue sufficiently by branding Herbert Spencer as an 
Anarchist. In fact, the only work that can be called 
scientifically useful is the short article on Anarchism 
in the Encyclopedia of Political Science, from the pen of 
Professor George Adler. All pamphlets, articles and 
essays which have since appeared on the same subject 
are, conveniently but uncritically, founded upon this 
short but excellent essay of Adler’s. Since the extra- 
ordinary danger of Anarchist doctrines is firmly fixed 
as a dogma in the minds of the vast majority of man- 
kind, it is apparently quite unnecessary to obtain any 
information about its real character in order to pro- 
nounce a decided, and often a decisive, judgment upon 
it And so almost all who have hitherto written upon 
' Many words, but little light ; a spark of wit, but no truth. 
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or against Anarchism, with a few very rare exceptions, 
have probably never read an Anarchist publication, 
even cursorily, but have contented themselves with 
certain traditional catchwords. 

As a contrast to this, it was necessary, for the pur- 
poses of a critical work upon Anarchism, to go right 
back to its sources and to the writings of those who 
represented it But here I found a further difficulty, 
which could not always be overcome. Where was I to 
get these writings from? Our great public libraries, 
whose pride it is to possess the most complete collec- 
tions possible of all the texts of Herodotus or Sophocles, 
have of course thought it beneath their dignity to place 
on their shelves the works of Anarchist doctrinaires, or 
even to collect the pamphlet literature for or against 
Anarchism — productions which certainly cannot take a 
very high rank from the point of view either of litera- 
ture or of fact. The consequence of this foresight on 
the part of our librarians is that, to-day, any one who 
inquires into the development of the social question in 
these great libraries devoted to science and public study 
has nothing to find, and therefore nothing to seek. I 
have thus been compelled to procure the materials I 
wanted partly through the kindness of friends and 
acquaintances, and partly by purchase of books — often 
at considerable expense — but always by roundabout 
means and with great difficulty. And here I should 
like specially to emphasize the fact that it was the 
literary representatives of Anarchism themselves who, 
although I never concealed my hostility to Anarchism, 
placed their writings at my disposal in the kindest and 
most liberal manner ; and for this I hereby beg to offer 
them my heartiest thanks, and most of all to Professor 
Elis^e Reclus, of Brussels. 

But if I thus enter into details of the difficulties which 
met me in writing the present book, it is not with the 
object of surrounding myself with the halo of a pioneer. 
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I only wish to lay my hand on a sore which has no 
doubt troubled other authors also ; and, at the same 
time, to explain to my critics the reason why there 
are still so many laaitue in this work. I have, for 
instance, been quite unable to procure any book or 
essay by Tucker, or a copy of his journal Liberty , al- 
though several booksellers did their best to help me, 
and although I applied personally to Mr Tucker at 
Boston. It was all in vain. Ut aliquid fecisse videatur, 
I ordered from Chicago M. J. Schaack’s book, Atiarchy 
and Anarchists, a History of the Red Terror and the 
Social Revolution in America and Europe : Communism, 
Socialism and Nihilism, in Doctrine and in Deed. 
After waiting four months, and repeatedly urging 
things on, I at last received it, and soon perceived that I 
had merely bought a pretty picture book for my library 
for my five dollars. The book contains, in spite of its 
grandiloquent title, its six hundred and ninety-eight 
large octavo pages, and its “ numerous illustrations from 
authentic photographs and from original drawings,” not 
a single word about the doctrine of Anarchism in 
general, or American Anarchism in particular. The 
author, a police official, takes up a stand-point which 
is certainly quite explicable in one of his position, but 
which is hardly suitable for a social historian. To him 
“ all Socialists are Anarchists as a first step, although all 
Anarchists are not precisely Socialists ” (see page 22), — 
which is certainly praiseworthy moderation in a police 
officer. He calls Ferdinand Lassalle “ the father of 
German Anarchism as it exists to-day ” (page 23) ; on 
the other hand he has no knowledge of Tucker (of 
Boston), the most prominent exponent of Theoretical 
Anarchism in America. This, then, was the literature 
which was at my disposal. 

As regards the stand-point which I have taken in this 
book upon questions of fact, it is strictly the coldly 
observant and critical attitude of science and no other. 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE 



IX 



I was not concerned to write either for or against 
Anarchism, but only to tell the great mass of the people 
that concerns itself with public occurrences for the first 
time what Anarchism really is, and what it wishes to do, 
and whether Anarchist views are capable of discussion 
like other opinions. The condemnation of Anarchism, 
which becomes necessary in doing this, proceeds ex- 
clusively from the exercise of scientific criticism, and 
has nothing to do with any partisan judgment, be it 
what it may. It would be a contradiction to adopt a 
partisan attitude at the very time when one is trying to 
remind public opinion of a duty which has been for- 
gotten in the heat of party conflict. 

But I do not for a moment allow myself to be deluded 
into thinking that with all my endeavours to be just to 
all, I have succeeded in doing justice to all. Elis£e 
Reclus wrote to me, when I informed him of my inten- 
tion to write the present book, and of my opinion of 
Anarchism, that he wished me well, but doubted the 
success of my work, for (he said) on ne comprend rien 
que ce qu' on dime. Of this remark I have always had 
a keen recollection. If that great savant and gentle 
being, the St John of the Anarchists, thinks thus, what 
shall I have to expect from his passionate fellow-dis- 
ciples, or from the terror-blinded opponents of Anarch- 
ism ? “ We cannot understand what we do not love,” 
and unfortunately we do not love unvarnished truth. 
Anarchists will, therefore, simply deny my capacity to 
write about their cause, and call my book terribly re- 
actionary ; Socialists will think me too much of a 
“Manchester Economist"; Liberals will think me far 
too tolerant towards the Socialistic disturbers of their 
peace ; and Reactionaries will roundly denounce me as 
an Anarchist in disguise. But this will not dissuade me 
from my course, and I shall be amply compensated for 
these criticisms which I have foreseen by the knowledge 
of having advanced real and serious discussion on this 
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subject For only when we have ceased to thrust aside 
the theory' of Anarchism as madness from the first, only 
when we have perceived that we can and must under- 
stand many things that we certainly cannot like, only 
then will Anarchists also place themselves on a closer 
human footing with us, and learn to love us as men 
even though they often perhaps cannot understand us, 
and of their own accord abandon their worst argument, 
the bomb. 

E. V. Zenker. 



Vienna, Sefttmier 1895. 
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PART I 

EARLY ANARCHISM 



“ A hundred fanatics are found to support a theological or metaphysical 
statement, but not one for a geometric theorem.” 

Cbsare Lombroso. 
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CHAPTER I 



PRECURSORS AND EARLY HISTORY 

Forerunners and Early History — Definitions — Is Anarchism a Pathological 
Phenomenon ? — Anarchism considered Sociologically — Anarchist 
Movements in the Middle Ages — The Theory of the Social Contract 
with reference to Anarchism — Anarchist Movements during the 
French Revolution — The Philosophic Premises of the Anarchist 
Theory — The Political and Economic Assumptions of Anarchism. 

“ Die Welt wird alt und wird wieder jung, 

Doch der Mensch hofft immer auf Besserung." 

Anarchy means, in its ideal sense, the perfect, un- 
fettered self-government of the individual, and, con- 
sequently, the absence of any kind of external govern- 
ment This fundamental formula, which in its essence is 
common to all actual and real Theoretical Anarchists, 
contains all that is necessary as a guide to the dis- 
tinguishing features of this remarkable movement. It 
demands the unconditional realisation of freedom, both 
subjectively and objectively, equally in political and 
in economic life. In this, Anarchism is distinct from 
Liberalism, which, even in its most radical representa- 
tives, only allows unlimited freedom in economic affairs, 
but has never questioned the necessity of some com- 
pulsory organisation in the social relationships of in- 
dividuals ; whereas Anarchism would extend the. 
Liberal doctrine of laisser faire to all human actions, 
and would recognise nothing but a free convention 
or agreement as the only permissible form of human 
society. But the formula stated above distinguishes 
Anarchism much more strongly (because the distinc- 
tion is fundamental) from its antithesis, Socialism, 

3 
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which, out of the celebrated trinity of the French 
Revolution, has placed the figure of Equality upon a 
pedestal as its only deity. Anarchism and Socialism, 
in spite of the fact that they are so often confused, 
both intentionally and unintentionally, have only one 
thing in common, namely, that both are forms of 
idolatry, though they have different idols ; both are 
religions and not sciences, dogmas and not specula- 
tions. Each of them is a kind of honestly meant 
social mysticism, which, partly anticipating the pos- 
sible and perhaps even probable results of yet unborn 
centuries, urges upon mankind the establishment of 
a terrestrial Eden, of a land of the absolute Ideal, 
whether it be Freedom or Equality. It is only 
natural, in view of the difficulty of creating new 
thoughts, that our modern seekers after the Millen- 
nium should look for their Eden by going backwards, 
and should shape it on the lines of stages of social pro- 
gress that have long since been passed by ; and in this 
is seen the irremediable internal contradiction of both 
movements : they intend an advance, but only result in 
retrogression. 

Are we then to take Anarchism seriously, or shall 
we pass it by merely with a smile of superiority and a 
deprecating wave of the hand ? Shall we declare war 
to the knife against Anarchists, or have they a claim to 
have their opinions discussed and respected as much as 
those of the Liberals or Social Democrats, or as those 
of religious or ecclesiastical bodies? These questions 
we can only answer at the conclusion of this book ; but 
at this point I should like to do away with one concep- 
tion of Anarchism which is frequently urged against it 

Those who wish nowadays to seem particularly en- 
lightened and tolerant as regards this dangerous move- 
ment, describe it as a “ pathological phenomenon.” We 
have done our best to make some sense of this mis- 
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